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proper cutout for each field in the therapy. This is not only inefficient, but it 
effectively precludes the delivery of treatments which require electron field 
modulation in both intensity and energy at a single gantry position. 

As described in co-pending and commonly assigned U.S. Patent 
Application Serial Nos. fijl/oS^ and &tffolsi 3 (referenced above), 
Applicants have developed a radiation therapy device, verification 
approach, and electron collimator which overcome many of these 
difficulties associated with delivery of both electron and photon beams from 
a single radiation therapy device. 

It would be desirable to provide a system and method for 
automating the delivery of treatment fields. In particular, it would be 
desirable to provide a system and method of delivering treatment fields in a 
radiation therapy device having the ability to deliver both primary photon 
and primary electron fields. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

To alleviate the problems inherent in the prior art, and to allow the 
accurate, efficient and effective delivery of photon, electron, and mixed 
beam radiation therapy, embodiments of the present invention provide a 
system and method for the automated delivery of treatment fields. 

According to one embodiment of the present invention, a system, 
method, apparatus, and means for delivering treatment fields includes 
identifying a sequence group. A type of radiation to be applied in a first 
field of the sequence group is identified. The type of radiation is selected 
from among primary photon radiation and primary electron radiation. A 
radiation therapy treatment device is configured, based at least in part on 
the type of radiation. The first field is then delivered. In some 
embodiments, a determination is made whether the sequence group is to 
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